
WWW.LAJUDICIALBYPASS.WORDPRESS.COM

LOUISIANA 
 SEX EDUCATION POLICY 

Evidence-based sexual health education has been proved to have
positive outcomes in preventing pregnancy and sexually transmitted
infections in teens. Louisiana teens rank high in rates of poor
reproductive health, but the law prevents most schools from providing
this type of comprehensive sex education. Below are the state laws
that severely limit the type of sex education available. 

Public elementary and secondary schools can but do not have to offer “sex
education” only if it’s incorporated into existing course of study such as science,
physical education, or physical hygiene 

The law defines “sex education” as the distribution of biological and disease-related
facts about the human reproductive system which may include pregnancy, childbirth,
sexually transmitted disease, puberty, menstruation, and menopause as well as
information about legal parental responsibilities 

Sex education cannot include religious beliefs, types of practices in human sexuality,
or the instructor’s personal opinions 

Students cannot be tested, quizzed, or surveyed about their personal or family
beliefs or practices in sex, morality, or religion 

Contraceptives or abortion-inducing drugs cannot be distributed at any public school 

Sex education cannot be offered to students in kindergarten through grade 6 except
in Orleans Parish where students in 3rd grade or above can receive sex education 

Sex education courses cannot use sexually explicit materials that show male or female
homosexual activity 

Sex education classes must emphasize and encourage sexual abstinence outside of
marriage 
         Must highlight that abstinence is the social norm and the best way to avoid           
         health problems like pregnancy, STDs, or AIDS 

Sex education programs cannot advocate or counsel abortion 

Public school systems can only accept federal funds for sex education if they are used
for programs that do not violate state law and are approved by the school board  


